
FROM FR. CHRIS ALIMAJI’S DESK.  

Reflections on Ministry of Cares and Giving in Compassion 

 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C, and our Bible Readings are Amos 6:1a, 4-7; 

1 Timothy 6:11-16; Luke 16:19-31 and our Psalm of Praise, Psalm 146.  

 

I can never forget my homily on Amos at the Church of Assumption in Lagos Nigeria during my 

early years in the priesthood, on how the rich reacted for being challenged on their various 

allowances as senators, directors, managers, etc.; regarding sitting allowances, clothing, and 

tours, hotels, attendants, while the poor staff are paid less than each of their several allowances.  

 

The words of the Prophet, Amos, and the Gospel of Luke today, this weekend, make me reflect 

on the present situation we find ourselves since the COVID. As pastors we are often restricted 

from visitation, even of the sick. If resulting from our own health situations we are not able, there 

are other cares we can give, show some concern and compassion. Sometimes I pick the phone 

and think of some parishioner I have not seen for quite some time that I may call them to say 

‘how are you doing?’ Or someone in a distant place, town or country. I also bridge the absence 

of pastoral care by sending my Reflections to people on WhatsApp. You have to be on 

WhatsApp or email or other social media to be reached. Times have changed. Those that are 

homebound need our outreach, no matter what. Those on the Visitation Ministry have some hard 

and difficult time themselves, either with their own health conditions or fear of getting the 

viruses. Therefore, device other means of carrying out your ministry. Intensify the calling 

ministry. 

 

Complacency is the word both Amos and the Lord are hammering on in today’s Bible passages. 

Do not get too comfortable with yourself and your own cares that you forget the worse needs and 

cares of your neighbor who has little or nothing, be it food, clothing or shelter. Sometimes we are 

tempted to judge the needy and the poor that they caused their situation. No, leave the judgment 

to the Lord. Just do what you can to help. That is why the Lord blessed you with your 

opportunities. There are many Lazaruses in need of compassion and mercy. Giving in charity is 

the reason the Archdiocese gave the name Catholic Charities to the ministry of giving, caring and 

showing compassion to those who are in all kinds of needs. The Church as an institution has over 

sixty forms of giving and helping people, as well as the St. Vincent de Paul Pantry Ministry. 

Different dioceses and Archdioceses have other names for the collections. Many people are 

living if great affluence because of too much profits they make by hiking the prices and costs of 

services they render, while there are so many people living in poverty. On the other hand, we are 

the prophets and ministers of today’s world whom you must listen to, and not to expect the return 

of Moses, or Amos or Elijah before you tone down the level the poor are cheated and 

marginalized.  

 

St. Paul in the Second Reading taken from Timothy called these ministries the pursuit of 

righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness in the manner we offer our services 

to one another. He says that this is a call on us Christian, followers of Christ. He reminds us to 

keep this commandment of holding on to the ways of eternal life, or immortality, without stain or 

reproach until Christ the Lord appears. Let us, therefore, do our very best to the honor of the 



invisible God, in all that we do to help our poor and sick brothers and sisters. May the good Lord 

bless our giving and caring in his holy name! Amen. 


